BIRCH OF LEACROFT IN CANNOCK, STAFFS 


ARMS:*Azure three fleur-de-lis argent [NOTE: These are the arms of BIRCH OF LANCASHIRE. In 
1664 the arms are given without colours (as probably in PLOT) but in 1680 the colours are given 
and the coat has a canton argent] 


CREST: A fleur-de-lis argent charged with a trefoil slipped vert and entwined by a snake proper 


William Birch c1504- 
b younger son of .... Birch of Birch, [? Manchester], Lancs 
chn: John Birch below 


John Birch c1534- 


M2 eter ates 
chn: William Birch (of Plymouth merchant) 
[2] John Birch below 


John Birch of Bloxwich in Walsall, Staffs "gentleman" c1564..... 
m Alice Hyde dau of ..... Hyde of Wyrley and Ann (Walhouse); (as eldest daughter of Ann Alport 
widow of Ralph 

Alport of Cannock, Staffs c1540-.... [SLG]) 1637 mw; m2 Richard Gorway of Walsall, Staffs 
c1564-.... [SLG] 


[? (as of Shelfield in Walsall, not present at coronation of Charles I and later fined £-- for 
knighthood) 2 Feb 1625.6] 


chn: John Birch b c1594; (aged 69) 1663 below 


John Birch of Leacroft in Cannock, Staffs gentleman c1594-p1666 
m1 Frances Chapman dau of William Chapman of Cannock, Staffs 
m2 Margaret Babington dau of William Babington of Curborough in Lichfield c1581-1625 [SLG] 
m3 Lettice Willoughby dau of Sir Percival Willoughby of Wollaton, Notts Knight c1565-1643 [SLG]; 
m1 John 
Burgess D.D. 
m4 Ann Aston dau of William Aston of Milwich, Staffs c1561-1628 [SLG]; m1 4 Aug 1623 Milwich: 
Ralph Bayley of 
Normicote Grange in Stoke, Staffs c1593-.... [SLG] 

(as Mr. John B. of New Inn gent., adm. Middle Temple, specially, bound with Francis Walsted and 
Thomas Whitmore Esqs.) 30 Nov 1630 [MT]; (Recorder, Walsall) 1636-61; (aged 69, certified 
Visitation) 6 Apr 1663; (as Mr, 11 hearths, Cannock) 1666 HT; (as Mr, 4 hearths, Walsall Foreign) 
1666 HT; [? ("in both his houses" 7 hearths, Little Aston in Shenstone) 1666 HT] 
chn: Ann Birch [1] m Richard Nash of St Peter, Worcester; d 20 Apr 1651; i St Peter, 

Droitwich, Worcs; M.I. [ERDESWICK (1844) 201] 

Mary Birch [2] m Robert Sankey of Cannock, Staffs c1619-a1649 [SLG] 
[2] Edward Birch b c1635; (aged 28) 1663 below 

Margaret Birch m1 John Hough of London citizen; (and had chn: John (Bishop of 

Worcester) 1651-1743 [see BISHOPS OF LICHFIELD]); m2 William Shaw of Dublin 
[3] Elizabeth Birch m Edmund Carver of London merchant 


Edward Birch of Leacroft in Cannock, Staffs serjeant-at-law c1635-a1705 
m Ann Lane 5th dau of Thomas Lane of Bentley, Staffs Esquire c1572-1660 [SLG] 
Will (PCC) 22 Mar 1704.5 
(as son and heir app. of John B. of the Middle Temple gent., adm. Middle Temple. specially, bound 
with his father and Robert Sankey gent.) 9 May 1650; (adm. to the chamber in Middle Temple of 
John B. his father, on his surrender) 5 Nov 1656; (aged 28) 1663; (as Esquire, 15 hearths, Leacroft 
in Cannock) 1666 HT; (J.P., Staffs) 7 Jul 1682-....; (sergeant at law) 1683; (mentioned by Plot) a1686 
[PLOT 199]; (as a Staffordshire Land Tax Commissioner had an annual income from land of £100 or 
more) *1702 
chn: Thomas Birch [1] c 24 Jan 1659.60 Cannock below 

Jane Birch [1] c 25 Jul 1661 Cannock; m p1680 Simon Biddulph of Birdingbury, 

Warwicks c1656-.... [SLG] 

Mary Birch [2] c 8 Jul 1662 Cannock 

Edward Birch [2] b c1663 below 


Ann Birch [3] c 26 Apr 1664 Cannock 
Margaret Birch [4] b p1663 [? Will as spinster of Leacroft (PCC) 25 Jun 1716] 


Thomas Birch of Leacroft in Cannock, Staffs gentleman 1660- 
c 24 Jan 1659.60 Cannock 
m Jane Fisher dau of Thomas Fisher (of Great Packington, Warwicks) c1611-1681 [SLG] 
(aged 3) 1663; (student, Inner Temple) 1680 
chn: Edward Birch b c1685 below 
William Birch below 
John Birch [3] m Ann Biddulph dau of Simon Biddulph of Birdingbury, Warwicks 
c1662-1736 [SLG] 
Jane Birch m John Biddulph (of Birdingbury, Warwicks) c1693-.... [SLG] 
[?] Mary Birch d 12 Dec 1722; i Fladbury, Worcs; M.I. [ERDESWICK (1844) 201] 


Edward Birch of Leacroft in Cannock, Staffs gentleman c1685- 
Moh ieies i 

(educated at Rugby School) 1692 

chn: Edward Birch (had no chn); d 1730 


William Birch of Leacroft in Cannock, Staffs gentleman c1695- 
m Elizabeth Savage dau and eventual coheir of Thomas Savage of Elmley Castle, Worcs; 
b Mar 1701 
(D.D.); (Chancellor, Worcester Cathedral) 
chn: Thomas Birch b c1725 below 
Elizabeth Birch [coheir=b] b c1726; m John Perrott of Cannock, Staffs 1727-1802 
(brother of George Perrott of Pershore, Worcs (Baron of the Exchequer) 1710-.... 
[FOSS]); (and had chn); d aged 60 16 Dec 1786 
Jane Birch [coheir=b] m Robert Clavering Esquire; (and had chn: Robert (assumed 
the name Savage on inheriting the Elmley estate)) 


Thomas Birch ALIAS Savage of Elmley Castle, Worcs c1725-1776 
(had no chn) 

d 1776 

(succeded to Elmley Castle, and assumed additional name of Savage) 


Edward Birch c1663- 
b c1663 2nd son of Edward Birch of Leacroft in Cannock, Staffs Esquire c1635-....[SLG] 


chn: Ann Birch [1] m (her cousin) Edward Biddulph of Birdingbury, Warwicks c1686- 
1730 [SLG] 


*1614/64; *1614/64 347; *1664/1700; ERDESWICK (1844) 201; WILLMORE (1887) 221 pedigree; 
CHECK Wilmot LIFE OF BISHOP HOUGH 


BIRCH OF HARBORNE, STAFFS 
ARMS:*Azure three fleur-de-lis argent a canton argent [BLG 1914 1598] 
CREST: A fleur-de-lis argent and a trefoil vert entwined by a serpent proper 
MOTTO: Prudentia Simplicitate 
Thomas Birch of Birchfield in Handsworth, Staffs c1556-1613 
i 1613 Aston 
(of Birch Green and Aston, Warwicks) 


(living) 1564-5 
chn: Thomas Birch below 


Thomas Birch of Harborne, Staffs "gentleman" c1586- 


(not present at coronation of Charles I and later fined £10 for knighthood) 2 Feb 1625.6; 
(disclaimed) *1664; (7 hearths, Harborne) 1666 HT 
chn: George Birch b 1616 [BLG] below 


George Birch of Harborne, Staffs 1616- 
b 1616 [BLG] 
chn: George Birch below 


George Birch of Harborne, Staffs gentleman c1643..... 
m Mary Foster dau of Thomas Foster 
chn: Thomas Birch [1] b 1690 below 
John Birch [2] b c1693; (had no chn); (Rector, Handsworth) 
James Birch [3] b c1696 further below 
Samuel Birch [4] m..... ..... ; (and had chn); (a clerk) 
Mary Birch [1] m William Green of Eccles, Norfolk 
Sarah Birch [2] m1 ?1769 Godfrey Woodward Vane; m2 Sir Wadsworth Buch 


Sir Thomas Birch of Harborne, Staffs Knight 1690-1757 
b 1690 Harborne [FOSS] 
m 1733 Sarah Teshmaker dau and coheir of J.... Teshmaker 
d 16 Mar 1757 [FOSS] 
(called to the bar, Inner Temple) 
(Serjeant-at-Law) Jun 1730 
(King's Serjeant) 
(knighted) 23 Nov 1745 
(Sheriff, Staffs) 1745 
(a Judge of the Common Pleas) Jun 1746 
(lived at Southgate, London) [FOSS] 
chn: George Birch b Jul 1739 [BLG] below 
Esther Barbara Birch m 18 May 1779 St Marylebone, London: Thomas Lane of 
Handsworth, Staffs clerk 1746-1802 [SLG] 
[3 sons, 2 daus] 


George Birch of Harborne, Staffs Esquire 1739- 

b Jul 1739 [BLG] 

m 5 Feb 1776 Ann Lane 5th dau of Thomas Lane of Bentley 1703-1775 [SLG] 

(heir by devise to John Wyrley Birch LATER Wyrley of Hamstead in Handsworth c1707-1775 [SLG], 
the husband of his wife's aunt) 


James Birch of Wolston, Warwicks c1696-1762 

b c1696 3rd son of George Birch of Harborne, Staffs c1643-.... [SLG] 

m Jane Owen dau and coheir of Abraham Owen 

d 1762 

chn: George Birch b c1726; m Mary Newall dau of Thomas Newall c1701-....; (and had 
chn); d 1803; (of St Leonard's Hill, Berks) [BLG 1914 (BIRCH-REYNARDSON)] 


BLG 1914 


BIRCH later WYRLEY OF HAMSTEAD IN HANDSWORTH, STAFFS 
ARMS: NOT KNOWN 
CREST: 


Thomas Birch of "Birch Hall", Manchester, Lancs c1612- 
m Alice Brooke 1st dau of Thomas Brooke of Norton, Cheshire 
(Colonel, Parliamentary Army) 

(M.P., Liverpool) 

chn: Peter Birch [4+] below 


Peter Birch (of Hamstead in Handsworth, Staffs) priest c1652-1710 


m1 (by VG licence, 17 Nov 1686) Mary Waller dau of Edmund Waller poet 1606-1687 
[DNB]; (? but had no chn); d 1688 
m2 24 Nov 1697 Westminster Abbey: Martha Viner dau of Samuel Viner; (but had no chn); 
b c1653; m1 21 May 1667 St Martin-in-the-Fields: Francis Millington of London 
merchant c1648-a1693; d 25 May 1703 aged 50 Epsom, Surrey; i 28 May 1703 
Westminster Abbey; Adm (...) 9 Jun 1703 
m3 30 Aug 1704 .....: Sybil Wyrley 2nd dau and coheir of Humphrey Wyrley of Hamstead 
in Handsworth, Staffs c1645-.... [SLG]; d 9 Aug 1708; i 12 Aug 1708 Westminster Abbey 
i 4 Jul 1710 Westminster Abbey 
(lord of Handsworth); (aged 21, matric., Christ Church, Oxford) 12 May 1652; (B.A.) 23 Mar 1673.4; 
(M.A.) 23 Jun 1674; (B.D.) 4 Feb 1683.4; (D.D.) 7 Jul 1688; (Prebendary, Westminster) 17 Oct 1689 
[WESTMINSTER 268] 
chn: Humphrey Wyrley Birch [1] b 5 Dec 1706; c 16 Dec 1706 St Margaret, Westminster 
below 
John Wyrley Birch [2] b 31 Oct 1707; c 15 Nov 1707 St Margaret, Westminster 
below 


Humphrey Wyrley Birch LATER Wyrley of Hamstead in Handsworth, Staffs 1706-1747 

b 5 Dec 1706; c 16 Dec 1706 St Margaret, Westminster 

unm. 

d 13 Nov 1747 aged 40; i 18 Nov 1747 Westminster Abbey 

(aged 16, matric., Christ Church, Oxford) 5 Mar 1722.3; (called to the bar) ..... ; (took the name of 
WYRLEY by Act of Parliament) 1728-9 

(succeded by his brother John) 


John Wyrley Birch LATER Wyrley of Hamstead in Handsworth, Staffs c1707-1775 
b 31 Oct 1707; c 15 Nov 1707 St Margaret, Westminster 
m1 (by VG licence, 12 Feb) 14 Feb 1736.7 Westminster Abbey: Knightley Wroth dau of 
Robert Wroth of Loughton Hall, Essex; b c1705; (aged 32) 1737 [ml]; d 1770 
m2 (his cousin) Jane Lane dau of John Lane of Bentley, Staffs 1669-1748 [SLG]; (but had no 
chn); b 28 Mar 1715 
d 16 Dec 1775; Will as John Wyrley (...) 11 Jan 1772/29 Dec 1775 
(took the name of WYRLEY); (devised his estate to George Birch 1739-.... [SLG] the husband of Ann 
dau of Thomas Lane of Bentley, Staffs 1703-1775 [SLG], she being a niece of his wife) 1775 


BLG 1914 163n 


BIRCH OF PILLATON IN PENKRIDGE, STAFFS 
ARMS:*Argent three fleurs-de-lis argent 
CREST: 


John Birch of Pillaton in Penkridge, Staffs c1472- 
chn: Thomas Birch below 


Thomas Birch of Pillaton in Penkridge, Staffs c1502- 
m Catherine Fletcher; c1532 FAS 
(of Pillaton) c1532 FAS 
chn: Catherine Birch c1532 FAS 
Edward Birch [1] b c1534 
William Birch [2] 
Thomas Birch [3] 
John Birch [4] b c1546 below 
Isabel Birch m Richard Cox of Aldridge, Staffs 
Elizabeth Birch m William Turner of Penkridge, Staffs 
Ann Birch m Edward Tonks of Penkridge, Staffs 


William Birch of Pillaton in Penkridge, Staffs yeoman 
Will (PCC) 8 Jun 1659 


William Birch of Pillaton in Penkridge, Staffs 
(6 hearths, Pillaton in Penkridge) 1666 HT 


John Birch of Milson, Salop c1546- 

m Elizabeth Littleton dau of Edward Littleton of Pillaton [? Sir Edward Littleton of 
Pillaton in Penkridge, Staffs Knight c1530-1574 [SLG]] 

(as senior, signed Visitation) 1623 

chn: John Birch below 


John Birch of Milson, Salop c1580- 
m Alice Shepherd dau of John Shepherd of Hill Luppencote, Salop 
chn: James Birch 

Elizabeth Birch 


VIS.SALOP.1623 48 (10/2/05) 


BIRCH OF WOLVERHAMPTON, STAFFS 

ARMS: NOT KNOWN 

CREST: 

George Birch of Wolverhampton, Staffs "gentleman" ....-a1664 

Will as yeoman (PCC) 

(not present at coronation of Charles I and later fined ce for knighthood) 2 Feb 1625.6 
Roger Birch of Wolverhampton, Staffs "gentleman" 


(disclaimed) *1664 
[? (as Mr, "his house" 5 hearths, Barn Street, Wolverhampton) 1666 HT] 


BIRCH OF GOSCOTE IN WALSALL, STAFFS 
ARMS: NOT KNOWN 
CREST: 


[Goscote manor] He was succeeded by his son William, who in 1631 sold it to John Birch of Goscote. 
(Footnote 86) Birch's property had been sequestered for recusancy by 1648. (Footnote 87) He died 
c. 1651 and his right to the manor passed to his widow Mary (or Joan), also a recusant, who died in 
1652. She was succeeded by John Birch's nephew, another John, who immediately sold the right to 
Francis Gregg of Clement's Inn, London. Between 1652 and 1654 Gregg attempted to have the 
sequestration reversed, apparently without success. (Footnote 88) John Birch recovered the manor 
after the Restoration and was living at Goscote in 1666. (Footnote 89) In 1674 he settled the estate 
on his son Henry, (Footnote 90) who conveyed it to his son Charles in 1703. (Footnote 91) Charles 
was still in possession in 1710, (Footnote 92) but by 1745 it had passed to his widow Anne and his 
son Thomas. Anne was dead by 1763, leaving Thomas as sole lord of the manor. (Footnote 93) In 
1776 he sold it to Thomas Huxley of Rushall Hall. (Footnote 94) [VCH] 


sees Birch 
chn: John Birch below 
.XXX. Birch below 


John Birch of Goscote in Walsall, Staffs ....-a1649 

m Joan OR Mary .....; d 1652 

d aJun 1649 

(as of Goscote, not present at coronation of Charles I and later fined œ10 for knighthood) 2 Feb 
1625.6; (by purchase, lord of Goscote) 1631; (Royalist, fined 06100) c1646; (of Goscote, Bloxwich 
and Harborne, catholic landowner, dead in Jun 1649) *1648 


XXX. Birch of Goscote in Walsall, Staffs 
(Thomas Birch of Goscote was disclaimed) *1664 
chn: John Birch below 


John Birch of Goscote in Walsall, Staffs 
(as Mr, 6 hearths, Goscote) 1666 HT 
chn: Henry Birch below 


Henry Birch of Goscote in Walsall, Staffs 
chn: Charles Birch below 


Charles Birch of Goscote in Walsall, Staffs 
m Ann ..... ;da1763 
chn: Thomas Birch 


Andrew Birch 
m 1770 Mary Pegg of Colton 
chn: Ann Birch c 10 May 1771 Rugeley 
Elizabeth Birch c 16 Oct 1772 Rugeley; unm,; d 1842 
Thomas Birch c 30 Nov 1774 Rugeley below 
Edmund John Birch c 27 Dec 1776 Rugeley; d 1829 (of Fradswell Hall) 


(1781) LONGDON/The Three Grimes, The Bradley Field; (1. John Pegg, of The Old Wood in Colton; 
Andrew Birch, of Brereton in Rugeley trustees of will of John Smith of Longdon /3. William Smith of 
Longdon (s. h. of John Smith.) Lease and Release. 2/29/42 


Brereton House (Grade 2 listed 1-5-1951). The 3-storey Georgian frontage of good quality red brick 
is described in Nikolaus Pevsner's “Buildings of England” as “handsome” with a “pedimented 
doorway of Tuscan columns”. It was built shortly before 1772 for Brereton landowner and maltster 
Andrew Birch, probably in 1770 as a new home on his marriage that year to Mary Pegg of Colton. 
It remained the lifelong home of local benefactress Elizabeth Birch and her sister Ann, spinster 
daughters of Andrew, after their brother moved the family seat to Armitage Lodge in 1806. From 
about 1883 until the 1920s Brereton House was occupied by successive General Managers of the 
collieries and owned by the Earls of Shrewsbury. It was made into three flats in 1962/3 and into six 
flats in 1985. [INTERNET] 


Thomas Birch of "Armitage Lodge", Armitage, Staffs 1774-1837 

c 30 Nov 1774 Rugeley 

m 18 Dec 1806 Yoxall: Mary Smith dau of ----- Smith of "Yoxall Hall", Staffs and Ann 
Will (PCC) 25 Feb 1830/18 Feb 1837 

chn: Thomas John Birch b 1808 below 


The Armitage United Reformed Chapel was built in 1820, apparently by Thomas Birch of Armitage 
Lodge, who placed it in trust for the Congregationalists [now URC] in 1831, while he retained the 
right of burial in a private vault under the north ‘aisle’. 

[INTERNET] 


Thomas John Birch of "Armitage Lodge", Armitage, Staffs 1808-1895 

b 1808 son and heir of Thomas Birch of "Armitage Lodge", Armitage, Staffs 1774-1837 
and Mary Smith dau of ----- Smith of "Yoxall Hall", Staffs and Ann (-----) 

m 1842 Lambeth: Julia Elizabeth Chanter only dau of John Chanter of Upper Stamford 
Street and Bideford, Devon; b c1815 Bideford; d 1890 

d 4 May 1895 Lichfield RD 

chn: Louisa Julia Birch c 16 Apr 1844 


Alice Mary Birch b 19 May 1847; c 21 Jul 1847 Armitage 

Ada Elizabeth Birch c 21 Sep 1848 Armitage 

Lightwood Thomas Birch b 12 Feb 1851; c 31 Mar 1851 Armitage 
Constance Jemima Birch c 22 Nov 1855 Armitage 


On 31 March 1851, in "Armitage Lodge", Armitage, Thomas John Birch, aged 42, 
"Landed Proprietor", born Armitage, was living with his wife Julia Elizabeth, aged 36, born 
Bideford, Devon, and his children Louisa Julia, aged 7, Alice Mary, aged 3, Ada Elizabeth, aged 2 
and Lightwood Thomas, aged 11m, all born Armitage. There were four visitors including a cousin 
Howel Gwyn (a Member of Parliament). Staff comprised 1 male (footman) and 5 females (nurse, 
cook, housemaid, under hosuemaid, under nurse). [Household of 16] 


